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. which is the language of a 



>xNo. I Basis of the report 

With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

I I the international application in the language in whicl 

I 1 the translation of the international application into 
tran slation furnished for the purposes of: 

CH international search (Rule 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 
With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ••originrtlv filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 

□ 



the international applies 
the description: 

pages 1-7 

P a g e s* 

pages* 



jriginally filed/furnished 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority oi 
received by this Authority oi 



the claims: 



the drawings: 
sheets 1/: 



ended (together with any si 



iriginally filed/furnished 
iement) under Article 19 



sived by this Authority ot 
rived by this Authority ot 



as originally filed/furnished 



a sequence listing and/or any related tablet's) 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 I the description, pages 

1 1 the claims, nos. 



received by this Authority ot 

received by this Authority or 

Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence 



□ : 



[Z] the drawings, sheets/figs 

1 1 the sequence listing (specify): 

1 1 any tablet s) related to sequence 

s report has been established as i 
j have been considered to go beyc 

the description, pages 

□ theclaim,no, 

LZ3 the drawings, sheets/figs 

l_J the sequence listing (specify): 

□ 



any tablets) related to sequence listing (specify): 
applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked 
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Box No. II Priority 



..International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/003397 



1. [><3 This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the failure to furnish within the prescribed time limit the 

requested: 

copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 66.7(a)). 
LZ] translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 66.7(b)). 

2. Q This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has been found invalid 

(Rule 64. 1). Thus for the purposes of this report, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabilitv; 
citations and explanations supportins such statement 


1. Statement 

N <»'elty <N> Claims 3f 4 


YES 


Claims 1 , 2 


NO 


Inventive stepdSl c|aims 


YES 


Claims 1-4 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 


YES 


Claims 1-4 


NO 




2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 




1 . Prior art 




Trie following search report citations (Dl— D4) are 




cited in the present report; the same numbering is 




used throughout the procedure: 




Dl: US4151013 




D2: US4186034 




D3: Metals Handbook, Desk Edition, ASTM 




International, 1998. 




2. Independent claim 1 - a flat, rolled semi-finished 




article 




Claims for products which are characterized in 




terms of a method for their production are allowed 




only if the products per se are novel and 




inventive (see EPO Guidelines, chapter III. 4. 7). 




In practice this means that only the features of 




the product are examined, without taking into 




consideration the method of production. 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



The present claim 1 relates to a flat, rolled 
semi-finished product whose composition is 
specified in claim 1 and which does not have 
stretcher strains (see page 4, lines 3-9, of the 
description of the application) . 



Document Dl discloses AIMg alloy sheets and other 
products whose composition matches that of the 
compound claimed in claim 1 (see page 4, lines 2- 
16), and which in addition do not have stretcher 
strains. Since all the features of claim 1 are 
already known from document Dl, the novelty 
requirements of EPC Article 54(1) and (2) are not 
met and hence claim 1 is not considered novel. 



Dependent claims 2 and 3 



Document Dl mentions the stretching of the sheet 
at the end of the manufacturing process. The sheet 
is stretched to a set of 0.25% to 1%, preferably 
0.5%. Consequently, the subject matter of claim 2 
is not novel over document Dl (EPC Article 54(1) 
and (2) ) . 



Although the available prior art does not disclose 
a flat, rolled semi-finished product having a 
coating, the coil-coating method is routinely used 
with rolled products and known to a person skilled 
in the art. Consequently, the subject matter of 
claim 3 is not inventive (EPC Article 56). 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ' 



Dl, a person skilled in the art, proceeding from 
document D2, would carry out a final stretching of 
0.5% so as to achieve a permanent deformation of 
the sheet. Consequently, the subject matter of 
claim 4 is not considered inventive relative to 
documents Dl and,D2 (EPC Article 56) . 
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Certain documents cited 



ilished documents (Rule 70. 10) 



Filing date 
(day/nionth/year) 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/morih/year) 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

Date of written disclosure 

Kind of non-written disclosure Date of non-written disclosure referring lo non-written disclosure 
; (day/month/year) (day/montWyear) 
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citations and explanations supporting such 
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Ity, inventive- step or industrial applicability; 



Independent claim 4 - a method for producing a 
semi-finished product 



The subject matter of claim 4 relates to a method 
for producing a flat, rolled semi-finished' 
product. Document D2, which is considered the 
closest prior art, discloses a method for 
producing a semi-finished product whose alloy 
matches that specified in claim 4 (see alloy B, 
table 1) . The method includes two cold-rolling 
passes between an intermediate annealing and a 
final annealing step, wherein the -degree of 
deformation is 30-70% during the first cold- 
rolling pass and 15-30% during the final cold- 
rolling pass. 

The subject matter of claim 4 therefore differs 
from the above in that a final stretching of the 
material by 0.1-0.5% is disclosed. The technical 
effect of the final stretching of a sheet is that 
the sheet is given a permanent shape (see document 
Dl, page 5, lines 46-51 and document D4, page 43) . 
Proceeding from document D2, the problem to be 
solved by the present invention is therefore 
understood to be that of achieving a permanent 
deformation of the sheet. 



Document Dl discloses Al-MG alloys which are 
stretched by up to 0.5% after two cold-rolling 
passes and an intermediate annealing between the 
passes and a final annealing step after the 
passes. In the light of the teaching of document 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (April 2005) 



